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To: The Rt Hon Ruin Kally MP

Sacrstary of State for Communities and Local Governmaean]
Thames Gateway Delivery Linit

2 Exchange Towsy
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London
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15 February 2007
Dear Secretary of State
Thameas Gateway Bridge

| am writing to confirm Thames Gateway London Partnership’s strong support for the Thames
Gateway Bridge. TGLP articulsles and coordinates the views of 11 local authorities in London
Thames Gateway, the heaith and skils authoriies and our 7 Migher Education Institilions, For many
vears TGLP has campaigned unanimously and vigorousty for the Thames Galeway Bridge. We have
pressed your predecsssors strongly o make an early decision so the bridge can be built, enabiing
and supporting the regensration $0 desperately neaded i this part of London.

Apart from Bexlay Council alf other TGLP members remaln strongly behind the bridge, There was a
iong public inquiry which exhaustively examined traffic modeliing and impacts. Indeed, the public
inquiry was extendad at the specific request of Baxley Council to look further at traffic modelling and
impacts. There is no case for mopening the Inquiry. '

it is proposed that the bridge incomporate a powerful and unique amangement for a fiexible tolling
regime and a legal agresment for Borough invelvermnent in operating it so that the tolls levied at TGR
can be varied 0 meel he circumstances and needs which will arise from tme o dme including
possibie changes in tolling for other crossings. These arrangements are strongly supported by
Transport for London. The Borughs and T, have set up 2 Boroughs Consultative Group through
which changes i the bridgs olls and boundaries can be reviewed and changad at any tme to reflec?
new circumstances that may arise. Bexiey at present have chosan not o be members of this group
but can join at any time. In the interm T has a unilateral arrangement with Bexley that covers the
sams matters. Clearly there is a naed for eross river tolls to be locked at as a whole and we are
confident that appropriate arrangements for this are aiready in place.  Changss to Thames Gatewsay
Bridge tolling can therefore be made in the light of real traffic pattems which will be monitorad
thoroughly, rather than on the basis of continually updated forecasts,
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We should ke to stress, therefore, that proper arrangements are in place o make coordinated
dacisions on fraffic impacts and future toils. For the reasons expressed at the pudlic inguiry we
bafieve the Thamas Galeway Bridge should be built as socn as practically possible.

Yours sincerely
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Clir Chris Roberts
Chair, TGLP

Thanws Gareway London Pasner iy

LE Puburg K lagdam 1B Bedey  Corporstion o 2ondon Damond IC LU Greenuich 13 Zhciney 3 Hparng LB Lewsham L8 Newtun LB Redbridgr Thirmock BC 15 Yower Magriesy
12 WasemPors:  Londen Eat Leamnigand SI3h Cowncd  Lhivstnip of East Lacdon Bladersiy of Gresmuich Losdon Guidbuli Srse ey




