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Manor House Neighbourhood g? dﬁi? Road

Residents Association Kent P
DAtS BAD
(020 8300 4338

e-mail jazn geedinisonlico Uk

5-5-2005
Persona Associates
Attn Mr. Graham Groom, Programme Officer, Thames Gateway Bridge Public Inquiry
Waest Foint
Horsham
RH12 2PD

Dear Sir,
Please find enclosed 6 coples of the opposing case of the Sideup "Manor House
Neighbourhood Residents’ Association”™.
Yours faithfully
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R. Gee (Mr.)
Chairrrian
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Planning Appeal Application Ref, APPIGETSOVIETITA148 & APPIESIIONIGEMITAI47
B DRNEOOJEEFT NI, S5 & S0/1HH
From the Sidoup "Manor House Neighbourhood Residents Association”
To the Inspector and Assistant Inspector
Gertlemen

This objection is on Dehalf of the memders of the Manor House Neighbourhood Resigenis'
Association. The objection has heen fabled by ihe Chairman, Ronald Gee, who is a chartered
Physicist by profession. He also has qualifications in Transport Studies Le. a University of
London Certificate and {ipioma

Sidoup is a township © the south of the London Borough of Bexiey and lies about § miles from
the proposed Bridge. Our objection concurs with that of Bexdey Council, Action Group against the
Bridge, Friends of the Earth, Thames Gateway Forum and most other objectors. We object to the
nck of provision of adequate highways © the south of the Bridge, Highway improvemenis in
Bexiey Borough should be provided in order to deal with the increase in traffic uilising the ocal
residential roads arsing as a result of the Bridge. Otherwise there wilt be 2 rise in toxic poliution
and fil-health because of the raffic congestion that wilt be endemic 1o the lack of adequate
highway provision. | do ot propose to re-terate what other witnesses have aiready stated on
these mallers. However | would draw the Inspectors’ attention as to how Sidoup and other jowns
to the south of the Borough will be affected by the proposals.

TiL admit (P10) that sast of he Woolwich Farry "Traveders have [0 use 8 vadely of ower
capacily ogtes " and that " opporfunilies for norfh-south moveament are limited parkcufanly south
of fhe Thames™ This would stll apply (o routes 10 the south of Bexiey Borough. South of the
Thamas the report states thal "he main dnkcis the A2 Inovitably motorists will gravitate towards
the AZ via Knee Hill and Brampton Road. In condrast (o the northern approaches {0 the Bridge,
which features molorways, fiyovars and 4 lane camiageways, raffic on the south side of the
Birickpe will be canalised into 2 narrow o lane residential read which has nol Deen Improved
since i was dedicated centuries ageo. Such canalisation will render Knee Hill a deterrent fo
cyolists, pedestrians and other noncar users contrary to PPG13. Such canalisation will ead o
siationary affic jams and generaie more noise and poliulion confrary o PP 24, As far as
pecple Hving in the south of Baxlay Borough are concermed such congestion avising from the lack
of road improvements will negale any atlempis by TiL o infroduce high-quality bus services
becausa the bus services will just be stuck in traffic jams. If this Sidcup resident uses a bus
service 10 the Bridge, then he is likely 1o De trapped in a traflic jam, If instead he uses a car, then



he will at least be able 1o choose an allemstive, less congested roule according 0 the
circumetancaes accurring on the day. Thus this Sideup resident, together with others, will tend to
usg his car confrary 1o policies in PPG13. TIL or its predecessor London Transport (offen

refarred to as "Transport of Last Resort™ has a woeful recard of providing orbital bus services.
Those bus senvices through Blackwall and Rotherhithe tunnels (Nos 108 and 385) are only a faw
miles fong. One of the last surviving Greenling routes {orbital route number 726) has been
purtailed so fhat it no longsr runs through Bexiey Borough due o the increase in fraffic
congastion. A few decades ago # ussd lo run through Bexley in triplicate in peak periods. Bus
sarvicses through Darfford Tunnel have a similar sorry history, The 721 soon ceased, Noneg of iis
successors lastad very long (s.g. EN 402, GL785). The promises of TiL to run quality bus routes

have been amply onas in the past.

To summarise, the lack of improvements to Knee Hill or Brampion Road or the faiture io provide
radical solufions such as a tunnet bebveen the bridge and the AZ will generale incrsased car
fraffic with its endemic envircnmental damage, but ittle or no non-car mode traffic. The lack of
provision of an enhanced roule for fraffic south of the Bridge is the reason for the abiection for

peopla living in the southem part of Bexley Borough.

A further conseguencs is that the extra traffic and endemic environmental pollution in Brampton
Road and other roads in Bexley Borough will lead fo reductions in Council tax valuations and
precepts along the roads concemed. This reduclion will have to be made good by increasss in
Council tax elsewhare in the Borough. As such, this will affect residents in he South of Bexiey
Borough, who will have fo pay more fax than wouid be the case if new highways andfor tunnels

are constructad on the southern approachas to the Bridge.

Qur abjection is based on the lack of new infrastructure on highways to pass through or to by
pass Bexiey Borough. Iy Aprit 2008, the Prime Minister visited Gravesend where he promotad
plans for the Thames Gateway and pledged that he would ensure that "We wilf put the

invastment info schools, hospitals and fransport systems”.

The nspaciors are exhorded to place conditions on the proposal. This should Include a conditian
raquiring that radical new soads infrastructure are constructed thus preventing congestion
ceourting on the existing local narrow residential roads.  Such a condition would ensura
environmentally compatible highway links are available to the SE of the Bridge and make an
honest man of Mr, Blalr, otherwise he will continue to be known as dr, Bliar in the South-East!

Ronaid Gee. C. Phys, M. InstP
Chairman, Manor House Neighbouwrhood Residents' Assoclation, Sidoup

24, Blm Road, Sideup, DA14 8AD
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PM Tony Blair and Deputy Prime Minister

John Prescott made a whistlestop visit to
Gravesend amid a whirl of tight security at the
town's Port of London Authorily site. Reporters
Helen Wagstaff and Lauren Abbott and
photographer Matt Reading wers in the thick

of the action.

THE THAMES Gateway
was given a £8 billlon pre-
plection windfall as Tony
Blair unveiled a package
of measures o transform

the Thames Gatewav

4 hush-hush tour just days
ore the general election was
l, Mr Prescotl dubbed
me the biegest browsn-

g stop tour fo lanch 2
£4 bitlion programme for irans.
{srming the Thames Gatewsay.
Arriving  vis  the  River
Thares, on a boat full of spe-
cial guests, including Grave-
sham rezidents, school children
angd business leaders, a wind-
swept Mr Blair stopped only to
straighten his hasr befors enter
ing the packad pier at The Porl
of Lendon Authority i RBowal
Pier Road
H oy of ;wn soune 3 John
Burden weloon W WO 20
fm.%na Hi 4;3, ‘Mr Prescott
eoalled So.-_i..? of the fown
mc:m his merchant navy days,
hafore Emgﬁﬁzwm into mmém,,ﬁ:,.
ment plans for the area He

pledged support for retain-
ing angd increasing the green
helt land around the Thames
Galeway, adding: “This iz the
higgest exampic of brownfield
development in BEurops ”

Mr Blair spoke next and said
fe ungderstood concerns shaut
whetlier the government s&&n
put in piace enough schools,
health services and transport

185 to support the area,
ﬁ&&ﬁm the opportunity ©
ease fears, Mr Biair spid “We
wiil put the invesiment itsto Lthe
schoenls, hosplials and trans
port system. People need that
wmmwmz«mmg. peopic can have
that reassurance.’

The visit from wnw aiw's twe
top politicians cobacided with
Gravesharm Borough Council's
launch of its Town Centre
Sirategy, which is sei to hecome
the keystons of regeneration
and development with Graves-
and towi cendre.

With the eves of the nations
media watching, Clir Burden

saig “The visit has beeh great
news for the area and i's gread
that we are getting recopnition
for what we have becn doing”

Hil

mw shou

ﬂ VA 15@.: ag,
& boat with Tony
,ﬂ angd ,Sw 143 M. rpstet.

hough the 44.yea
s M,mwx wasw't alfowsd to

sod morning
pleturs faken with

EI

Bl

favonrr of the Thames mm#,

mﬁ ?ig {(GE)Y Apr : M? 24 w

Id have stayed longer’

4 gnio E;:; F,u Norta-
znd Swansconthe fo see
:% ?wr? % ﬁwﬁ Iivy g Tz.n

regenayation is a good thing.
1 really hope the development
improves the quality of life and
provides more  oppo i
for all by altracling businesses
to the atea ™

Of the day she said. “Overall,
il was a brifHant doy. bud Fdon't
think they spenf long enough
in the area. If they come back,
they should spend a day visil-
ing the whole borough, They

e Ecm lo u.':,nzra :::mv.
mw&viw Alice, ailso from

Tony Biair and John
were also verv ple

mmgmm take a
Thames frip
ith Mr Blair

A GROUP of schoo! children
had an educ ;?:1 journsy
when they joined Mr Blair on
his boat trip up the Thame

The voungsters. from Swan
Valley, were chosen as repre
sendatives of the educational
commitment to the ares.

The school has been highe
:.wq&*iw as one of three in the
area henefiting from part of €7
million worth of funding for
¥ent Vocational Centres

Headbov .d.z :.umgm:.w Kenny

Jordaz, 15, and Vicky Gray, 1€,
WHIE ATRONE ,.rm party

Vicky said: “We welcomed
him al Canary Wharf and then
zot on the boat and came down
the Thames.

“¥Wr Blair asked us 2
school and our studi

Not impressed
by flying visit

NOT everyone was »:.m: pesed
withh My Blair's flving visit 1o
{zravesend.

Parliamentary candidate Tor
m,m {onservaiive Parly, Adam

followay, expressed an .3234
E the tming of the visit,

He said; *1 understand Mr
Blair did not tatk o any of
normal people, W he had spoken
to the residenis, perhaps they
wortld have told hitm he would
have heen hetier off slaving in
Eondon and working out some
proper policies”
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